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Pitch Made 
For Funds To 
Greet POWs 



By RICHARD DUDMAN 

ChM WftftJiiiiftoa Corrctpondcat •! ckc Pot<4>lip««cA 

WASHINGTON. Dec. 5— A group ot Stn Diego builneee- 
Bicnl, working with i right-wing fpecUlitt In direct-mill idver- 
tUIng. is preparing to raise $3,000,000 to $5,000,000 ia priviti 
contributions to welcome home United States prisonen oi war. 

The group plans to provide $2000 vacations for the rttuming 
priioners and their families. 

Other parti of the privately orgrniied plan Include the 
diitribution of bumper stickers and lapel buttons that say 



'‘Welcome Horae POWs*' as 
well as greeting cards to be 
milled to the returning prU- 
oneri. 

• Organisers of the venture 
have told potential sponsors 
that they hope to present each 
returning prisoner with $5000 
worth of gifts, including an au- 
tomobile. poruble television 
set. camera, luggage set. cas- 
sette tape player, motion pic- 
ture camera, poruble radio, 
•ubscription to Playboy maga- 
zine and pcrhapa a year's sup- 
ply of toiletries. 

The mailing is to be handled 
by Richard A. V i 
Wasnington. wno has boasted 
that he could defeat a liberal 
candidate nine times out of 10 
through a direct-mail campaign 
by his company. 

One of Vlguerie'i f I r s t big 
victories was a auccesafol Sen- 
ate primary campaign in 19^ 
by Max Rafferty, Celi/omia’s 
ultracooservative superinund- 
ent of public instruction. Raf- 
ferty defeated Senator Thomaa 
H. Kuchel. the liberal Republi- 
can who was his party's atsisl- 
ant minority leader m the Sen- 
ate. 

Vlguerlt flooded Republican 
voters with lealleta implying 
that vlaory for Kuchel would 
be a victory for the Commu- 
nisU. Alan Cranston, e liberal 
Democrat, defeated Rafferty in 
the general election. 

Literature being circulated to 
potential backers emphaaizee 
mainly a humanitarian concern 
to express good will and sffeo- 
’ tioo toward the returning pris- 
oners and to help their adjust- 
ment. One passage, however, 
suggests ihal the sponsors still 
suppuri the \‘ieinarn l^ar as a 
moral ind legal .\menC3n el- 



lied a "Vietnam Gift Pack" 
program In which $5.0CQ,004 
worth of gifts-were-sald to have • 
been sent to U.S. eoldiers in 
Vietnam. 

More recently, he organized a . 
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In a discusfioa of the reason 
for the private program to wel- 
come home the pnsoners, t>e 
sponsors sty: a» 

"Day in and day ouL the men 
have been subjected to a very 
•ophisticsted a 1 1 e m p t oy the 
CommuniMs to convince tntw 
that the American people have 
condemned the war as unjust, 
immoral and illegal. Their cap- 
tors, using selected clippings 
from our own press, have pic- 
tured the .^merKin public as 
hostile and resentfuL" 

The explanation goes on to 
say that a forceful and unified 
expression by the An:encaa 
people would "help heal the in- 
ner wounds of their terr.ble or- 
deal." 

The literature refers potential 
backers to a White House offi- 
cial, Mel Stephens, cor sulunt 
to ihe^ President on veierins' 
affairs, "for background infor- 
mation on our organiiaoon." 

Stephens said he was only 
vaguely familiar with the plan. 
He said that when two of the 
sponsors asked for an appoint- 
ment. he asked the Federal 3is> 
reiu of Invtstigatxm to check 
their names in iti files. He said 
no derogatory In/ormatiQO had 
been turned up. 

"This was just the standard 
•ecurity check to be sure wt 
weren't going to be sandbagged 
by someone who wanted to use 
US for Hs own peraooai inur* 
etu.** Stephens said. 

He said that he had ascer- 
tained for the White House chat 
the private plan would not-con* 
flict with Government plans to 
handle the returning prisoners. 

The group is headed by Rog- 
er Chapin, a San Diego insur- 
ance agent who earlier orgtn- 
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